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A spate of fires across the Sacramento region is causing concern for 
businesses and firefighters. 

First responders fought a spike in fire activity over the weekend, knocking 
down flames near homeless encampments. Some Sacramento businesses 
are saying enough is enough. 
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“It was all along the fence line here into the corner,” said Vaughn Medford, 
general manager of Sacramento Pipeworks. 

Medford was talking about a fire that broke out three weeks ago in the back lot 
behind his gym. The burnt grass was still visible Monday, in what is a 
continuing problem with homeless encampments right outside the gym's 
fence. 

“We're basically surrounded on three sides by an unmitigated homeless 
encampment, and it does definitely affect our business,” Medford said. 

On Sunday night, someone lit a series of grass fires outside the light rail 
station at 39th and R streets.  

“Anytime there's multiple sets (of fires), it's labeled suspicious with us,” 
Sacramento Fire Capt. Keith Wade said. “It looks suspicious, and it's probable 
that it was human caused.” 
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Wade said the fire is now under active investigation, and inspectors are 
looking into reports of homeless camps nearby. 

On Friday, first responders were called to a fire behind Downtown Ford. 

“There was a homeless encampment in back that is believed to be the point of 
origin for the vegetation fire that actually caused some property damage,” 
Wade said. 

The breakout of fires near homeless encampments is causing logistical 
challenges for firefighters, including crews from the Sacramento Metro Fire 
Department. They captured drone video of a blaze last week on an island in 
the middle of the American River. 

“The hardest part is getting ourselves out there and all our equipment,” 
Sacramento Metro Fire Capt. Chris Vestal said. 

“We take hand tools in, but we also need water and hoses and pumps,” Vestal 
said. “We had to use some of our river rescue boats to transport personnel 
and equipment across the river to that location.” 

But with homelessness on the rise in Sacramento, now measured at 5,700 
people living on the streets across the county, the fires are a tragic 
consequence of urban life, according to homeless advocate Bob Erlenbusch, 
executive director of the Sacramento Regional Coalition to End 
Homelessness. 

“This is going to be an issue,” Erlenbusch said. “You've got thousands of 
people outside with nowhere else to go because of a lack of shelter. And, 
some people are going to try to cook." 

With temperatures on the rise, there are growing concerns about urban fires 
that pose a danger for everyone. 
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