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A new report released Tuesday shows 132 homeless people died last year in 
Sacramento County -- that’s eight more than in 2017, according to 
the Sacramento Regional Coalition to End Homelessness. 

The Sacramento City Council is looking to tackle the problem. During its 
meeting Tuesday night, city leaders approved plans to build two new 
homeless shelters in two different locations in Sacramento. 
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One of the shelters is on Meadowview Road, where a city-owned lot would be 
converted into a 100-bed shelter for women and children. Council members 
voted 6-3 to approve the plan. Construction could begin a year from now on 
land that is right next door to the Pannell Community Center. 

Sacramento County’s homeless population has surged to 5,700, according to 
the coalition. Pressure is growing for city leaders to do something. 

“We have a homeless crisis,” Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg said. “Not 
just in Sacramento, but in California." 

Steinberg said the Meadowview shelter will provide, what he calls, intensive 
triage for women and children living on the streets. 
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“We not only bring people indoors, but we also provide them with the intensive 
drug rehabilitation and mental health services that many people need,” 
Steinberg said. 

The second shelter would be built below Business 80 in the shadows of the 
W-X freeway. Council members voted 7-2 to approve the plan. There are 
already several homeless people camping at the location, including Loretta 
Evans. 

Evans said she would live in that shelter, saying, “Why not? I know a lot of 
people that would.” 

But that’s what worries nearby residents like Mark James. 

“We’ve lived in the neighborhood for 40 years,” James said. “And the last 
several years it’s been a real problem.” 

James explained what he’s discovered during his neighborhood cleanups. 

“We run across needles, so we have the gloves,” James said. “And we have a 
sharps box and put it in there. And right now, I have a box of 30 needles in 
there from cleanups.” 

“We can only help people and help our communities if we actually bring 
people indoors under a roof,” Steinberg said. 

Other plans include a homeless shelter on Ethan Way near Cal Expo and 
converting the Capitol Park Hotel downtown into a shelter. 

“That’s over 1,000 people we can get off the streets every year,” Steinberg 
asserted. 

 


